We are looking to recruit deaf fluent signers of British Sign Language (BSL) for a new study at DCAL. The aim of this study is to find out about handedness patterns during signing, fingerspelling and gesturing in deaf signers who have had strokes. In order to do so, we need to collect data on signers with no impairments to compare with the data from signers with stroke. 

What’s Involved?

You will be asked to sign, fingerspell and gesture with your dominant hand and also with your non-dominant hand. Some of the time you will be asked to sign with one hand only, or with your hand “impeded”. In the ‘impeded’ hand condition, we will attach a ‘splint’ to your hand and arm which will make them more difficult to move freely. We have introduced this condition to see how signers cope with an impediment such as this while producing signs, fingerspelling and gestures. This will resemble to some extent how signers who have had strokes, affecting arm and hand movement, cope with this problem. 

All responses will be videotaped for later analysis.

This study takes one hour. This study will take place at the Deafness, Cognition and Language (DCAL) Research Centre, University College London, 49, Gordon Square, London, WC1H 0PD.

Who are we looking for?

We need Deaf signers fluent in British Sign Language (BSL) and fingerspelling.

You should be above the age of 40 and you can be right-handed, left-handed or ambidextrous.

Benefits?

Although this research will not benefit you directly, we hope that this would further our understanding of the relationship between handedness and language, the difference between sign, gesture, and fingerspelling in the brain, and also help with developing ‘sign therapy’ for deaf people who have had strokes. We will pay you £10/ hour for your time and pay your travel costs. 

For more information and to volunteer, please contact: Sharita Sharma

sharita.sharma@ucl.ac.uk
